
New and Varied Thrills 
to be on Tap in ‘Wonderland’

TWIN CITY WONDERLAND, the big amusement park at Lake Street and Thirty-
First Avenue, is destined to furnish pleasure-lovers of the northwest with a set of  
new and variegated  thrills.  While  the  gravity  railway  has been in use  here  in 
modified forms to some extent,  such devices as shooting the chutes, the cycle 
swing, "the bumps," and the old mill will be novelties.

The fascination which a spice of danger has for even the most timid is a singular 
phase  of  human  nature,  and  the  success  of  these  amusement  devices  which 
simulate danger is due largely to a shrewd knowledge of this weakness. All are 
safeguarded, so that the risk is reduced to almost an impossibility. A the same 
time  the  risk  seems  to  be  there.  It  is  the  delight  in  the  delusion  of  having  
experienced danger that will make a middle-aged woman, who has ridden on the 
scenic  railway  in  a  car  that  suddenly  shoots  downward  as  if  dropping into  a 
bottomless pit," or turns sharp and unexpected angles to declare, Well, I am glad 
it's over, but would not have missed it for anything."

Those who first view the toboggan like slide of the chutes with a sinking faintness 
about the heart will be won by familiarity to enjoy the steep plunge down to the 
lake, the splash of the water and the enjoyment that comes from the exhilaration 
of the sudden rush thru the air. Wonderland will abound in the unexpected. A 
myth city,  for instance,  supplies  a  labyrinth  in  which a  visitor  will  encounter 
haunted  chambers,  magic  mirrors,  rocking  floors,  endless  tunnels  and  other 
"horrors." A house of nonsense will furnish a series of practical jokes. A crystal 
maze affords  the  opportunity  of  losing oneself.  In  a  laughing  gallery  one can 
enjoy the grotesque distortions caused reflections in concave and convex mirrors.
A fairy theater owes its popularity to the optical illusions caused lenses and lights. 
Looking thru  a  lens  one  sees  a  performance  in  which  some actors  appear  of 
gigantic size, while others are dwarfs.

The  Chilkoot  Pass,  popularly  named  Bump-the-Bumps,  stirs  up  the  physical 
systems of those who venture upon it and is productive of unending laughter. You 
mount a stairway  to a platform in front of  which is  a  wide,  smooth,  slippery 
chute, accentuated at intervals by low protuberances. The adventurer simply sits 
down at the top of the slide and lets himself go. The rest may be imagined. He 
encounters bumps that will send him sprawling in every conceivable way. At the 
bottom soft cushions prevent disaster.

The scenic railway affords an exhilaration enjoyed by all. The descent is made 
with great swiftness down a declivity, then up again to a height equal to that from 
which the start was made, fifty feet from the ground. Next, a plunge into a dark 
tunnel,  then  a  sudden  turn  into  the  light,  passing  a  landscape  of  Oriental 
splendor then a whirl around the loop and a trip along the bank of a river past the 
ruins of an old church, another tunnel and a dip into the Devil's Cave. Then into 



the open air and another descent, a steep plunge downward down a toboggan,
which  sends  you kiting  up  hill  again  and around a  sharp  curve  in  to  a  deep 
mountain ravine, where you see a volcano in eruption, and then glide smoothly 
along the shore, with a view of ocean expanse, and the journey is ended. The trip  
has  taken  only  a  few  minutes,  but  it  has  seemed  much  longer.

The  cars  fit  in  to  grooved  tracks,  which  they  cannot  leave.  A  block
signal system prevents collisions with as much certainty as on a railroad.  The
cars are in charge of men who can stop them at any point, no matter what the
speed. I has just seemed dangerous, and the sensation has been delightful.

The  chutes  invented  by  Paul  Boynton,  the  great  swimmer,  some  years  ago
have  proved  a  perennial  source  of  delight.  Passengers  are  pulled  by  cable
cars to the top of a steep incline. There they embark in boats, which shoot down
the  slide  and  strike  a  cushion  of  water  in  the  lake  below.  The  fiat-bottomed
boat bounds clear and then comes a series of plunges, which gradually diminish 
until  the  boat  glides  smoothly  on  the  surface  to  the  other  end  of  the
lake. 

The  Old  Mill  gives  a  diverting  boat  ride.  A  picturesque  front  represents
an old mill,  with its water wheels  playing in a racing current.  The passengers 
embark in boats that glide in to a narrow canal, which follows a tortuous course 
along kaleidoscopic  vistas.  The journey takes  them thru subterranean caverns 
and along panoramic scenery that represents every clime, from pole to equator. 
Occasionally the boat shoots downward as if passing rapids, turns sharply around 
unexpected corners, and finally makes a complete loop, which leads to the return
journey. Milder thrills are found in a score of other contrivances.
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Thousands Look at Wonderland
 
NEW AMUSEMENT PARK IS THROWN OPEN TO INSPECTION, AND PRETTY 
MUCH ALL MINNEAPOLIS TURNS OUT — EVERYTHING BEING PREPARED 
FOR GRAND OPENING ON MAY 27 — WONDERS INCLUDE EVERYTHING 
KNOWN IN WAY OF AMUSEMENT NOVELTIES. STREET RAILWAY SERVICE 
TO BE WHOLLY ADEQUATE.
 
Minneapolis people turned out by the thousand yesterday afternoon to be present 
at the informal opening of the new Wonderland Amusement Park, at Lake and 
thirty-first streets.
 
The gates were thrown open to the public free of charge during the afternoon, 
and it is estimated that from 2 until 5 o’clock there were fully 15,000 people who 
took advantage of the invitation of the management to view the display. Along 
Lake Street from the Minnehaha car line a steady stream of people filled both 
sides of the street during the afternoon, on their way to the opening of the park.
 
None of the attractions is as yet running but the privilege of seeing just what the 
new  wonderland  will  be,  proved  an  attraction  in  itself.  Until  the  park  is  in 
operation any true conception of its features will be practically an impossibility 
but a fair idea was gained by the crowds yesterday of what the amusements will  
include. A park of this kind so extensive in size and given up wholly to popular 
forms  of  amusement  cannot  be  understood  by  any  mere  description  of  its 
features.
 

BIG AS ALL OUTDOORS
 
The first thing that claims the attention of the spectator as he enters the grounds, 
and  before  his  mind  has  had  time  to  grasp  any  particular  feature,  is  the 
immensity in which everything is carried out.  After the main entrance,  which 
resembles a miniature Washington arch, a huge enclosure greets the eye skirted 
by  structures  of  every  conceivable  kind  built  to  accommodate  some  form  of 
entertainment.  The first impression conveyed is that  a world’s  fair  on a small 
scale is opened before one’s view.
 
The large size of the park makes an appropriate setting for the whole ensemble of 
buildings.  Facing  the  main  entrance,  with  its  extreme  height  throwing  the 
structure  in bold relief  against  the blue sky beyond, stands the “chutes.”  This 
great “toboggan slide” affair  reaches over fifty feet in the air  with its majestic 
incline reaching for nearly 200 feet down into a lagoon. This lagoon, which is in 
fact an artificial lake, is strung with festoons of electric lights which will give it a 
gala appearance at night. Along the incline of the chutes lights are hung as well as 
thickly sprinkled in clusters at the top.
 



COMBINE BEST OF EVERYTHING
 
The designers of the park seem to have taken one of the prime features of the 
recent Buffalo Exposition as their model. Appreciating the decorative effect that 
can be obtained by the aid of electricity, they have utilized electric lighting on a 
mammoth scale. The complete array of buildings on the grounds will  show up 
resplendent in the evening with the aid of thousands of various colored electric 
light globes. Every part of the park as well as the outlines of the buildings will be 
enriched by electric lights.
 
Almost in the center of the grounds the electrical tower will be situated rearing up 
in all the brilliancy of 7,000 lights to a height of 120 feet. Surmounting this height 
a powerful  searchlight  will  be installed capable  of  lighting up the country  for 
miles  around.  This  tower  will  appear  like  one  great  pillar  of  light  with  its 
brilliancy intensified by the marble-like whiteness of the tower itself. The prime 
element of importance which will do more than anything else to make the park 
attractive at night will be this wonderful illumination. When the whole group of 
amusement devices are trimmed with lights, 23,000 globes will have been used.

ONE BIG FEATURE
 
The feature that has been planned to be the most important, and the one that 
perhaps  attracted  the  most  comment  yesterday,  was  the  scenic  railway.  This 
enterprise, which represents an enormous outlay of money for an amusement 
affair, is an exact duplicate of the aerial railway which proved a drawing card for 
the St. Louis fair last summer. The elevated structure, with its weird undulations, 
extends nearly the whole length of the ten-acre tract comprising the park. At one 
end, which is arranged like the stations of an elevated road, is a small platform 
from which the start is made. The cars are run two together as a small train and 
controlled by an attendant  whose duty  it  is  to  manipulate  the brakes  in case 
anyone becomes frightened.  The trains  are  carried by cable  up to the highest 
point of the track, which is about fifty feet from the ground. From there they are 
released and the force of gravity is relied upon for the motive power.
 
At a tremendous speed these cars whirl up and down the curves, running for part 
of the time through a series of caves and subterranean passages. These are made 
in almost perfect imitation of natural caverns. The total distance travelled in a 
trip around the scenic railway will be over 4,200 feet. At some of the inclines a 
speed of forty miles an hour is made and thrilling to an extreme. Care of detail 
and strength of construction have made accidents almost an impossibility.

HOME OF FLYING MACHINE
 
The tower for the flying airships is on the ground and partly set up. This affair  
which consists of a steel tower, eighty-five feet in height, will have a shaft running 
perpendicularly through it to the ground to provide power for revolving the cars. 
Immense arms will  project  out from this shaft  upon which five cars are to be 



attached. By the aid of a motor a shaft will be turned and centrifugal force will  
swing the  cars  until,  when a  high speed is  attained,  the  cars  will  stretch  out 
almost level with the top of the tower.
 
The  fairy  theater  will  be  something  entirely  new  in  amusement  enterprises. 
Instead of the audience sitting in an auditorium as in the ordinary theater, the 
stage is to be viewed from a distance through loopholes in a wall. Each of these 
apertures will be fitted will be fitted with lenses that will give weird effects to the 
antics of the people on the stage.
 
The  old  mill  is  an  attraction  without  which  no  summer  resort  is  complete. 
Although the idea is not new, originality will be attained by the many unique and 
pleasing features which are to be a part of a trip through the dark passages of the 
mill. The immense water wheel will drive a stream of water though a maize of 
dark  caverns  extending  in  and out  among the  rocks  for  a  distance  of  over  a 
quarter of a mile. The passage will be dark for the most part, but at intervals the  
traveler will come upon scenes of every description. A faithful reproduction of the 
Everglades, a village in the moonlight with light and dark effects worked out in 
detail,  a  witch’s  cave  with  glittering  rocks  and  variegated  stalactite  columns 
reaching  to  a  seemingly  unending  distance,  and  a  summer  aquatic  scene  are 
among the many points of interest that the boat will pass in its journey through 
the winding canal.
 

HOW TO REAR BABIES
 
The building devoted to the baby incubators will be a source of wonderment to 
many. There the science of caring for babies too frail to live without artificial aid 
will be shown in full. The doctors and nurses who will have the children in charge 
will live upon the grounds. A model nursery will be a part of the exhibit where  
scientific methods of caring for children will be demonstrated.
 
A mystic maize, an ingenious device which is planned as a stellar attraction as a 
mirth provoker called “bump the bumps,” a mystic city, and a house of nonsense, 
are among the features which make a fine external appearance, but which will  
undoubtedly have to be seen to be appreciated.
 
A  creation,  which  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  old-fashioned merry-go-round,  is  a 
revolving  machine,  large  enough  to  accommodate  several  hundred  people. 
Nearby this affair  a large dancing hall  is situated which will  furnish sufficient 
room for about 300 people.  This  pavilion is  provided with a mirror-like floor 
which will make it an admirable place for dancing. A complete orchestra will be 
situated in a balcony in the pavilion to furnish the music.
 
An  attraction  that  will  be  a  delight  to  old  as  well  as  young  is  the  miniature 
railway. A train of four cars will run on this road, pulled by an engine, which,  
although  a  perfect  reproduction  of  the  standard  type  of  railway  locomotive, 



stands less than four feet in height. The track runs around the entire enclosure, 
just inside the promenade.
 

ANSWERS FOR PIKE
 
This  promenade,  which  is  just  inside  the  circle  of  buildings,  will  be  to 
Wonderland what the “Pike” was to St. Louis, and the “Midway” was at Chicago. 
On  this  wide  walk  the  sightseer  may  walk  around,  viewing  the  crowds  and 
witnessing the many open-air attractions that are to be provided.
 
In  anticipation  of  crowds,  that  will  rival  those  of  the  state  fair  in magnitude, 
arrangements have been made for the best kind of streetcar service. Aside from 
the  Minnehaha  line,  the  new Lake  Street  line  will  furnish  the  service  to  the 
grounds. Cars will run direct to the grounds from each of the lines that cross the 
Lake Street line from Hennepin Avenue out as far as the park.
 
In general, the work is practically completed, the remaining part of finishing the 
grounds ready for the commencement of the season being in the hands of the 
electricians, decorators, and landscape gardeners. Everything will  be in perfect 
trim on May 27, when the gates will be thrown open for the formal opening with a 
dozen bands combining with the maize of other attractions to welcome the people 
of Minneapolis to their latest summer resort.
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The Incubator Babies at Wonderland Park

A Scientific Exhibit of the Modern Method of Saving the Lives of Prematurely  
Born Babies — Reared Under Glass and With Special Attention From Physicians  
and Trained Nurses, a Surprisingly Large Percentage Is Saved.

It will not be long before everybody will be asking: "Have you seen the incubator 
babies?" They are to constitute a feature at Twin City Wonderland amusement 
park, a feature by the way that will be in no sense a "show" but rather a scientific  
exhibition  of  life-saving.  Tiny  mites  of  humanity  whose  lives  under  no  other 
conditions could be saved will  be nursed to health and strength,  every breath 
being carefully watched by trained nurses and intelligent physicians.

The exhibit is  to be made in a two-story building on the lines of a handsome 
residence. It will be sanitary in every particular. The first floor will be devoted to 
a  room in  which  the  incubators,  seven in  number,  will  be  exhibited.  A  room 
adjoining  will  be  fitted  up  as  a  model  nursery  and  a  third  is  to  be  for 
demonstrations. The rooms upstairs are living rooms for the corps of physicians 
and trained nurses. The physicians, by the way, are to be those who have had 
charge  of  similar  exhibits  at  Earl's  Court,  London;  the  Trans-Mississippi 
exposition  at  Omaha and the  Pan-American  at  Buffalo.  Such  exhibits  will  be 
made this year only at Luna park and Greenland, Coney island; the White City, 
Chicago; Atlantic City, the Portland exposition and Minneapolis.

There is nothing of the "fake",  catch-penny idea about the incubators.  On the 
contrary  they are  on a  purely  scientific  basis,  endorsed by the  entire  medical 
fraternity. The babies are all of premature birth, having come into this cold world, 
one, two or even three months before their time.

"How did they come to be in the incubators?" "Where do the doctors get them?" 
"Are they really alive, the same as other babies not reared in incubators?" are the 
natural questions asked of the lecturers, who explain the scientific principles of 
the apparatus,  the  method of  treatment  and other features.  The public  at  the 
outset will have peculiar notions. The term "incubators'' to the uninformed is apt 
to  suggest  something  more  than  the  rearing  and  preserving  of  life,  and 
consequently is more or less confusing. The incubator is a glass enclosure of air 
space  that  can  be  kept  at  exactly  uniform temperature  under  conditions  best 
adapted to reduce the exertion of breathing to the minimum. The apparatus is 
not the all-important feature by any means. Apart from trained nurses and wet 
nurses, the babies have the constant watchfulness of the physicians and at night 
as in the daytime they are fed from the breast every two hours.

In the nursery there is a small pharmacy with contrivances for sterilizing milk, 
ingenious  feeding  bottles  and  scales  so  delicately  constructed  that  infant's 
progress can be minutely watched by weighing.



The first  question as  to  how the babies  come to  be  in  the  incubators  can  be 
answered by the assurance that they are sent by the advice of family physicians as 
the only chance for life-saving.

"Are they really alive?" — Most assuredly so, the observer looking thru the glass 
case can watch the little ones, noting the expansion and contraction of the lungs 
as they breathe, lying upon their beds of down.

"Whose babies are they?" This is the only question that will  not be answered. 
Kindly consideration for mothers may necessitate a negative reply. The parentage 
of babies cuts no figure in their treatment. They may be orphans or foundlings, 
they may be of high or low degree. For example, milady of Portland Avenue gives 
birth to a girl  baby so weak and fragile that its chances of life under ordinary 
conditions and the best conditions, too, that medical science can supply in the 
aristocratic  household  has  very  little  chance  of  living.  What  can  be  done? 
Milady's  physicians  suggest  the  incubator.   If  she  is  wise  and  adopts  his 
suggestions,  the  infant  aristocrat  will  be  transferred  from the mansion to the 
incubator at Wonderland.

The same thing applies to babies born in every other station of life, high or low, 
rich or poor, black or white. The doctors make no distinctions.

All infants weighing less than two pounds three ounces die on the day of their 
birth.

If the weight is from two pounds three ounces to three pounds five ounces, nearly 
half of them are saved by the aid of this apparatus.

If the weight is from three pounds five ounces to four pounds seven ounces, 72 
per cent are saved.

If the weight is from four pounds seven ounces to five pounds nine ounces, 90 per 
cent are saved.

With children weighing more than five pounds nine ounces the percentage of 
mortality is so infinitesimal that practically all are saved.

The  incubators  and  ventilating  tubes  are  silvered,  giving  them  a  bright  an 
cheerful appearance; inside, thru glass doors, may be seen the baby resting on a 
fine wire hammock, clean and comfortable, wrapped in a tiny spread, and tied 
around with either a pink or blue ribbon to designate its sex, looking for all the 
world like a dainty bonbon.

The temperature which is usually set at from 8o to 100 degrees is regulated by a 
delicate thermostat. 



No charge is to be made for the care of infants and the only tax involved is the 
slight  admission fee for  spectators,  which,  while  it  bars  the  disinterested and 
undesirable, is essential to the proper conduct and maintenance of the exhibit 
itself. All they ask is that physicians and the public co-operate with them in this 
laudable work.

The number of prematurely born babies, physicians will tell you, is much larger 
than is generally supposed, averaging from fifteen to thirty in a hundred births. 
The medical profession regards infants as prematurely born that do not weigh 
more than five pounds nine ounces at  birth.  The number of  deaths,  until  the 
introduction of  the incubator  system, was  steadily  increasing  in a  progressive 
ratio  that  seemed  connected  with  the  increased  employment  of  women  in 
industrial occupations. At any rate the time would appear to have come now to 
consider seriously any plan that offers to save these little lives and especially one 
that  claims  to  save  three-fourths  of  all  placed  in  its  care.  To quote  from the 
prospectus of the incubator institution:
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